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Four Jurisdictions Adult Capacity

Conference - Ireland 2026
The Spencer Hotel, Excise Walk, Dublin 1 - September 24 and 25

TITLE: “Adult Capacity in the Four Jurisdictions:

A Person-Centred Approach”

DAY 1: Thursday 24 September
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Arrival and registration

Welcome and housekeeping —
Aine Flynn, Director of Decision Support Service and John Farrelly, CEO of
Mental Health Commission

Opening address —
Minister Emer Higgins, Minister of State for Disability

Jurisdiction Update Ireland: Alice White, Registrar of Wards of Court — Progress of
Discharge of Adult Wards

Jurisdiction Update Ireland: Decision Support Service Updates, Aine Flynn,
Director, Decision Support Service

Jurisdiction update Northern Ireland — Master Orla Murray — Master of Care and
Protection & Maura McCallion — Division Head, Office of the Aftorney General

Coffee break and networking

Voice of the Person video presentation: PJ Herlihy — Journey from wardship to
decision-making representation

Jurisdiction update Scotland: Fiona Brown — Public Guardian, Scotland

Jurisdiction update England and Wales: Ruth Duffin — Public Guardian, England
and Wales

Lunch

Implementation of the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 in health
and social care — Caoimhe Gleeson, Manager, Health Service Executive (HSE)
National Office for Human Rights and Equality Policy



seirbhis tacaiochta Four Jurisdictions Adult Capacity

cinnteoireachta
sl decision support service Conference - Ireland 2026

DAY 1: Thursday 24 September

14:40 Breakout sessions

Breakout 1: Promoting and managing advance planning arrangements - trends,
issues and operational implications

Panellist Ireland: Aocife McMahon — Head of Registration, Decision Support
Service and lan Grehan — Head of Operations, Decision Support Service
Panellist Northern Ireland Gerard Tumelty — Deputy Principal, Office of Care and
Protection

Panellist Scotland: Debra Calderwood — Deputy Public Guardian, OPG Scotland
Panellist England and Wales: Sara O'Byrne — Chief Operating Officer, OPG
England and Wales

Chair: MC Ingrid Miley

Rapporteur: Julianne Casey — Business Manager, Decision Support Service
Breakout 2: Management of court-appointed decision-makers, including
supervision of reporting duties, investigation of complaints, and the role of the
professional court appointee

Panellist Ireland: Kate Frowein — Head of Supervision, Decision Support Service
and Patsy Fitzsimons — Head of Complaints, Decision Support Service

Panellist Northern Ireland Mairead Holder — Official Solicitor, Northern Ireland
Panellist Scotland: Danielle Rose — Deputy Public Guardian, OPG Scotland
Panellist England and Wales: Ruth Duffin — Public Guardian, OPG England and
Wales

Chair: Alex Ruck Keene KC - Law Society of England and Wales delegate
Rapporteur: Joanna Macklin — Head of Panels, Decision Support Service

Breakout 3: Cross-border co-operation - Hague Convention and other
mechanisms

Panellist Ireland: Sharon Oakes — Senior Solicitor, Mental Health Commission
and Alice White, Registrar of Wards of Court

Panellist Northern Ireland Stephanie Fox, Solicitor, Official Solicitor’s Office
Northern Ireland

Panellist Scotland: Sheriff Frances McCartney

Panellist England and Wales: Peter Boyce — Deputy Director of Legal and
Information Assurance Directorate, OPG England and Wales

Chair: Orla Keane — General Counsel, Mental Health Commission and Decision
Support Service

Rapporteur: Patricia Rickard-Clarke, Chair, Safeguarding Ireland

15:55 Break
16:10 Rapporteur feedback from each breakout session

16:40 Voice of the Person video presentation: Co-Decision Making Agreements —
Rebecca'’s Story

16:50 Wrap up

Evening meal for all delegates in The Spencer Hotel -

casual dining and further networking opportunity 7.00pm
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DAY 2: Friday 25 September

08:45 Arrival and registration
09:15 Welcome and housekeeping

09:25 Voice of the Person video presentation: Lydia Fisher, Learning and Development
Co-Trainer, Inclusion Ireland — Life after Wardship

09:35 Key legal updates introduction:
Chair — Orla Keane, General Counsel, Mental Health Commission and
Decision Support Service

09:40 Key legal updates / cases of interest Northern Ireland: The Honourable Mr.
Justice Michael Humphreys

10:00 Key legal updates / cases of interest Scotland: Sheriff Frances McCartney

10:20 Key legal updates / cases of interest England and Wales: Her Honour Judge
Hilder, Court of Protection

10:40 Key legal updates / cases of interest Ireland: His Honour Judge John O'Connor,
Circuit Court

11:00 Panel discussion / Q&A
11:20 Coffee break

11:50 Person-centred service design and delivery; Decision Support Service,
Stakeholder Forum of Experts by Experience facilitated by Inclusion Ireland

12:20 Panel discussion and reflections on Conference, chaired by Ingrid Miley MC
Panellist Ireland: Aine Flynn — Director Decision Support Service

Panellist Northern Ireland: Master Orla Murray — Master of Care and Protection &
Maura McCallion — Division Head, Attorney General for Northern Ireland

Panellist Scotland: Fiona Brown — Public Guardian
Panellist England and Wales: Ruth Duffin — Public Guardian

12:50 Final comments and thanks, Aine Flynn
13:00 Lunch and delegates depart



